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Trustees’ Annual Report  

Structure Governance & Management  

Constitution  

Breadalbane Heritage Society’s governing document is a Constitution. It was established formally on 

13 June 2019 as a SCIO in terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005.  

Appointment of Trustees  

 

The Trustees of the Society (listed above) were appointed at the inception of the SCIO and formed the 

Interim Board during the first period. The Trustees on the Interim Board retired at the first Annual 

Members’ Meeting (AMM) in March 2021, and all were re-elected.  As it is set out in the Constitution 

one quarter of the Trustees are required to retire each year, therefore, at the third AMM in March 

2023, Harriet Rose and Ian Stewart retired.  Both were re-elected for a second term, and continued in 

office along with the other four Trustees. 

Management  

The Society is managed by the Board of Trustees who meet six times a year. During the pandemic the 

Board meetings took place on Zoom however they have all taken place “in person” during the year 

2022-2023.   During this period individual Trustees have undertaken the following roles:  

Chair: Lesley Whitwood                                    Past Chair:  Nicholas Grant 

Treasurer: Harriet Rose                                    Programme Secretary: Ian Stewart  

      PR & Media: Fran Gillespie                              Society Liaison: Mary McDougall  

 

Objectives & Activities  

Charitable purposes  

The charitable purposes of the Society are to advance education, heritage and culture by:  

● promoting and encouraging an interest in the study of the archaeology, history, antiquities, folk-

lore and natural history particularly concerning the Breadalbane and Upper Tay area of Perthshire;  

● preserving, conserving, understanding and interpreting, within the national context, the 

historical and cultural heritage of the area;  

● providing a community resource through the collection, classification and 

conservation of items of local historical interest;  

● promoting and advancing heritage in the area as a source of pride and to address heritage 

issues affecting the area. 
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Chairman’s Report 

Membership numbers have remained steady over the past three years, with a total of 113 members in 

March 2023, of whom 20 are individuals joining the Society for the first time. 

Winter meeting attendance varied between 37 and 63 individuals (members/visitors) with the highest 

attendance for the two meetings held in January / February on Zoom (see below). 

 

Trustees’ bi-monthly meetings are preceded by a programme     

group meeting at which responsibilities for the organisation of 

each activity are agreed. The Society is most grateful to Ian 

Stewart for his tireless work and imaginative programming. 

 

The winter meetings began with a talk on the Wolf of Badenoch, 

followed in October by a talk on the Hillforts of the Tay. 

 

November saw our 60
th

 

anniversary party where we 

heard talks about the 

history of the Society, and 

were joined by the 

Aberfeldy Museum group 

for an item about their 

research. 

 

January and February 

meetings were broadcast on 

Zoom to avoid travel in bad 

weather. January’s talk was on 

Culloden and February on 

regeneration at Mar Lodge 

Estate.  The March meeting 

was back in person with   

Christopher Dingwall talking 

about Old Ways, New Roads.  

 

We continued our summer visits going to Killin to see the Moirlanich 

Longhouse and Finlarig castle (below left).   

There were 

also  

visits to the 

Moncrieff 

Hill forts, 

Kenmore 

Arboretum 

and a day 

trip to Mar 

Estate 

(right). 
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The residential trip this year was to Forres and the area around.  On the way 

there we saw the Highland Folk Museum (right) with its exhibits through the 

ages and called in at Ruthven barracks. From the Ramnee Hotel in Forres we 

could visit Nelson’s Tower and Sueno’s Stone.   

 

Day two was a guided tour of the Culloden battlefield (below) with extra 

information about the regeneration of the site.  We also visited Clava Cairns 

(below right) on the way back to the hotel.  

 

Day three was spent at 

Cawdor Castle (left) and 

gardens, Spynie Palace 

and Kinloss Abbey.  

Our final day started 

with Elgin Cathedral 

(right) with options to 

visit Burghead and the 

ancient well before 

travelling home. 

 

 

Yet again Ian Stewart’s organisation meant that the visit went without any problems and was enjoyed in 

splendid weather. 

Other activities this year included: 

• The creation and installation of interpretation boards at Killiechassie Burial Ground. 

• The addition of QR codes to the information posts on the Aberfeldy Heritage Walk 

• Further development of the BHS website and response to queries received through the website 

“contact us” facility 

• Assistance with family history research, in response to queries on the website or through Perth & 

Kinross libraries. 

• Creation and installation of “Slow Down, Red Squirrels” notices 

• Support for the formation of a “Friends of Wade’s Bridge” Group 
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Financial Review  

The Society’s annual income derives mainly from membership subscriptions, income from book sales 

and donations. Regular expenditure consists of:  payments for room hire for meetings; fees paid to 

speakers; administrative expenses relating to the running of the Society; subscription to the online 

platform for hosting meetings; subscription to the video platform for making recordings of meetings; 

and IT costs related to the website management.  These costs are met broadly by the annual income.  

The deficit in the General Fund for the period ended 31 August 2023 was £773, whereas in the period 

ended 31 August 2022 there was a surplus of £1787. This deficit arose due to the fact that £772 was 

spent on the installation of information boards at Killiechassie Burial Ground, using most of the £1000 

donation received from the Dunard Fund in the previous year ended 31 August 2022.  Funds were also 

used for the 60
th

 Anniversary party, creating a deficit of £389. 

The deficit in the Restricted Fund in the period ended 31 August 2022 was £144, whereas in the period 

ended 31 August 2021 this deficit was £555.   This £144 was spent on “Slow Down, Red Squirrels” 

notices to be used at key locations on roads throughout the Aberfeldy area. 

Restricted Funds  

 

As explained in previous Annual 

Reports Breadalbane Heritage 

Society and the Aberfeldy Museum 

Group agreed in 2021 that the 

money in the “Museum Fund” 

(Restricted Fund) should be used 

on joint projects which further the 

two organisations’ charitable 

objectives.  As reported last year, 

during 2022 members of the two 

groups and the Upper Tay Paths 

Group collaborated on the 

production of a heritage map of 

Aberfeldy, which is now available,  

and provides information for 

visitors and members of the 

community.  

 

 

QR codes are now on display  at various sites to link to the historical information that the Society and 

the Museum Group have put on the Visit Aberfeldy website. 

In 2023 £144 from the “Museum Fund” has been spent on “Slow Down, Red Squirrels” notices to be 

used at key locations on roads throughout the  Aberfeldy area. 
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Statement of Receipts and Payments for the period 01 September 2022 to 31 August 2023 

  Notes  General 

funds  

 

 

               £ 

Restricted  

Funds  

 

 

                 £ 

Total 

Funds 

Current

Period 

 

£ 

Total  

Funds 

Last 

Period  

£ 

Receipts      

 Subscriptions   1,192   1,192  1,196 

 Visitors’ fees   56  56 60 

 Donations  4  174  174 1,198 

 Anniversary party don.  215  215 0 

 Fundraising  5  171  171 255 

 Outing & trip fees  6  190  190 0 

 Killiechassie  7  262  262 573 

   2,260  2,260 3,282 

Payments      

 Event expenses  8  402   402  273 

 Anniversary party exp.  604  604 0 

 Fundraising expenses  5  0  0 0 

 Outing & trip expenses  6  160  160 135 

 Killiechassie expenses  7  1,014  1,014 218 

 Museum expenses  9   144  144 555 

 General expenses  10  803  803 819 

 Governance Costs  11  50   50  50 

   3,033 144 3,177 2,050 

Surplus/(deficit) for the year   (773) (144) (917) 1,232 
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Notes to the Accounts for the period 01 September 2022 to 31 August 2023  

1. Basis of Accounting  

These accounts have been prepared on the Receipts & Payments basis in accordance with the 

Charities & Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 

Regulations 2006 (as amended).  

2. Nature and Purpose of Funds  

Unrestricted funds are those that may be used at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of 

the objects of the charity. Restricted funds are those where a grant has been awarded for a 

specific purpose.  

 

 At 31 Aug 2023 

£ 

At 31 Aug 2022  

£ 

General Funds  7,742 8,515 

Restricted Funds  3,453 3,597 

 11,195 12,112 

 

 

All funds detailed in these notes are general funds unless otherwise indicated.  

3. Assets  

Breadalbane Heritage Society has no assets with a value greater than £500.  
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4. Donations 

  

 

General  

funds  

£ 

 

 

Restricted  

Funds  

£ 

Total 

Funds  

Current 

Period 

£ 

Total  

Funds  

Last 

Period 

£ 

General donations  174  174 1,198 

Total 174  174 1,198 

 

 5. Fundraising 

 Receipts  

£ 

Payments 

£ 

Surplus 

Current 

Period 

£ 

Surplus  

Last 

Period 

£ 

Book Sales – around Aberfeldy  122  122 180 

Book Sales – Cup Marked Stones  49  49 75 

 171  171 255 
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6. Outings & trips  

 Receipts  

£ 

Payments 

£ 

Net 

Current 

Period 

£ 

Net Last 

Period  

£ 

Outings 190                160 30 (135) 

  Total 190                160 30 (135) 

 

     7. Killiechassie Burial Ground  

Grants totalling £10,000 were awarded to BHS in 2013 for the preservation and maintenance of the 

Killiechassie Burial Ground. This Fund is managed by Foundation Scotland and BHS draws down 

monies from the Fund retrospectively to cover the annual maintenance costs. The Fund value at 31 

August 2023 was £6,770.46. 

 

During the year ended 31 August 2023 the total Killiechassie expenses were £1,014, however £242 of 

this amount related to maintenance and this is the amount that will be drawn down from the 

Foundation Scotland Fund.  The remaining £772 was spent on the creation and installation of 

information boards at the Burial Ground, and these have been paid for from the Dunard Fund grant 

received in the previous financial year, as explained above. 

8. Event expenses  

 Total 

Current 

Period 

£ 

Total 

Last 

Period 

£ 

 

Speakers’ expenses and gifts 272 213 

Hire of Hall  130 60 

 402 273 
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9. Museum  

The payment of £144 in the current financial year related to “Slow Down, Red Squirrels” notices.   See 

notes above under Restricted Funds section of Financial Review. 

 

10. General Expenses  

 Total 

Current 

Period 

£ 

Total 

Last 

Period 

£ 

Insurance  0 0 

Marketing  0 0 

Subscriptions  165 104 

Administration expenses  638 715 

 803 819 

 

Administration expenses  include £360 which is the annual charge payable to Locus Breadalbane for 

storage facilities in the Town Hall. 

 

     11. Governance Costs  

 Total 

Current 

Period 

                £ 

Total 

Last 

Period  

      £    

Independent Examination 50    50 

 50     50 

  

 

12. Related party transactions  

No remuneration has been paid during the year to any Trustee or connected person. 

A total of £580 was paid to Trustees as reimbursement of expenses relating to purchase of IT related 

items and subscriptions, signage for Killiechassie Burial Ground, and expenses related to the 

Anniversary party.  

 

 

 

 

 

 




